TALES OF DESTINT

" But all of a sudden the storm of impending events
Jbroke. One day there came to Kashmir the intelli-
gence that Prince Hasan, incensed at his father's just
rebukes, was marching against him with a mighty
host gathered together from the forces of his com-
panions in revelry. Preparations for defence on our
side were at once made, the armed men gathered in
from the surrounding villages, and carronades
mounted on the walls and at the gateway of the
citadel, which hung on sloping ground^ with a preci-
pitous mountain guarding it in the rear.
" Too true proved to be the news. One morning the
army of Prince Hasan came into view ascending the
valley, and before nightfall the semi-circle of ground
beneath the'walls of the citadel, at a distance of four
or five hundred yards, was occupied by the hosts of
our enemy. Among these were both horsemen and
foot soldiers, also full two score of great elephants
dragging a train of siege guns.
" Now at last were the seals of silence broken from
my lips. Without further delay I must tell every-
thing to Mirza Shah. Just as the sun was setting I
intercepted him when making a round of the walls,
and begged of him to come with me to my tower.
" ' Later/ he said, sternly, as he passed on to com-
plete his plans for repelling the assault expected at
daybreak on the morrow.

" The night was far advanced when at last my lord
came to me, and, to my surprise, clinging to his aim,
was his wife, the sultana, I placed cushions for her
close to one of the casements, where she had been
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